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Variables MD DD p
N (4E8) 43 83
HH A 1 SE 34.8+2.8 34.6+3.3 NS
k-g=t 42 84 NS
Y] 44 82
% By
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The smaller twin 1939+530 1825+539 NS
The larger twin 2273+495 2171+543 NS
< 10" percentile 17/86 42/166 NS
< 15009 13/86 29/166 NS
<1000g 5/86 14/166 NS
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Estimated Number of Siblings in Japanese Families with Multiple Birth
Children using Two Sets of Census Data: 1990 and 1995

Yoko Imaizumi* and Etsuo Nishida®
! Department of Health Science, Graduate School of Medicine, Osaka University, Suita,
Japan
2 Faculty of Economics and Information Science, Hyogo University, Kakogawa, Hyogo
Prefecture, Japan

The purpose of this study was to estimate the number of siblings in each Japanese family with
multiple birth children using two sets of census data, from 1990 and 1995. The mean number of
siblings for singletons was 2.3 in 1990 (2.4 in 1995), 2.9 (2.9) for one set of twins, 4.6 (4.5) for
two sets of twins, and 3.5 (3.3) for one set of triplets. For birth order of multiples, the highest
mean sibling number was 4.4 for one set of twins (the middle), 7.5 for two sets of twins (the
middle-middle), and 4.3 for one set of triplets (the last). The mean sibling number was slightly
higher for like-sexed twins and triplets than in unlike-sexed twins and triplets. The mean sibling
number was highest in the Okinawa District, among nine districts (0.4 for singletons, 0.6 for one
set of twins, 1.0 for two sets of twins and 0.6 for triplets). The current study of the number of
siblings in each family with multiple birth children will help provide data for designing
programs to help support multiple-birth families. The method of using census data on multiple
births might result in a system to analyze nationwide data on multiple birth children if there is
no national registry of multiple births after live births in any country.

Keywords: multiple births, sibling size, geographical variations, census data

(Twin Research and Human Genetics. Volum 14. Nomber 2, April 2011, pp. 179-184.)
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