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THE ELIZABETH BRIAN FOUNDATION TRUST (http://www.ebft.org.uk)

OUR VISION:
Is to restore the importance of care, concern and compassion in the delivery of health and social

care within our public services.

OUR AIM:
To promote and support the development of health and social care services as healthy and effective

relational systems that provide compassionate, effective and efficient care.

Telephone: +44(0)1743 341739
Email: admin@ebft.org.uk

SCHOLAR PROGRAMME

The programme offers scholarship support for suitable candidates to study
at post-graduate level (Mphil, PhD and Post-Doc). With a focus on the aims,
objectives and activities of the Elizabeth Brian Foundation Trust.
Significant financial need and deiverse personal background will be among

the criteria for selection (details on application).

PROGRAMME ADMINISTRATION

This will be initially through the office of the Elizabeth Brian Foundation
Trust, but the award will be administerd by the University that has accepted
the proposal submitted by the candidate.

+ Programme for UK Scholars — MPhil, PhD, Post-Doc awards

+ Programme for international Scholars — one year visiting study programme

PROGRAMME AWARDS

MPhil Full cost — £ 25,000 a year Bursary applicant - £ 15,000 a year

PhD Full cost - £ 25,000 for three years Bursary to applicant - £ 15,000 for three years
Post-Doc Full cost - £ 32,000 for one year Bursary to applicant - £ 25,000 for one year
Visiting International Scholars

Full cost - £ 35,000 for one year Bursary & accommodation - £ 25,000 for one year

If you would like to apply for the Scholar Programme please email: admin@ebft.org.uk
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Stillbirth Rates and Risk Factors for Stillbirths among Zygotic Twins in
Japan, 1995-2008

Yoko Imaizumi* and Kazuo Hayakawa
(Department of Health Sciences, Graduate School of Medicine,
Osaka University, Suita City, Osaka, Japan)

Abstract

We aimed to determine the Stillbirth Rates (SRs) for monozygotic (MZ) and dizygotic (DZ) twins,
with the risk factors for stillbirth. SRs were estimated using Japanese vital statistics from 1995 to
2008. The SRs of zygotic twins significantly decreased during the period. The SR was the lowest at
maternal age (MA) of 30-34 years for MZ (66) and DZ twins (18) and significantly higher at MA <20
years than the other MA groups for both zygosities. The SR was the lowest at Gestational Age (GA)
of 37 weeks for MZ (5.7) and DZ twins (1.8). The SR was significantly higher for MZ than for DZ
twins at each GA group except for those born at GA 39 and GA > 40 weeks. The SR significantly
decreased from 1995-1998 to 2004-2008 except GA > 40 for both zygotic twins and 32-35 weeks for
DZ twins. Incidences of preterm delivery increased from 1995 (43% for MZ and 38% for DZ twins) to
2008 (62% and 55%, respectively). The SRs were significantly higher in like-sexed twins than in
unlike-sexed twins in every birth weight (BW) group. The SR was similar between BW 2000-2499 g
and > 2500 g in each twin group. The SR increased progressively when the percentage of BW
discordance exceeds 10% for MZ twins and exceeds 20% for DZ twins. The SR due to twin—twin
transfusion syndrome was 14% among spontaneous stillbirths in MZ twins. In conclusion, declining
SR attributed to medical care during twin pregnancies less than 40 weeks for MZ and DZ twins.
Excess BW discordance of 10% for MZ twins lead to higher SRs compared with those in DZ twins.
The increased premature rate in twins might bring severe problems such as cardiovascular risk in

their future life.

Keywords: Stillbirth rate; Zygotic twins; Gestational age; Preterm birth; Birth weight; Intra-pair
birth weight discordance.
(J Neonatal Biol 2014, 3:5.)
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