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Nationwide survey on admission of multiples to nurseries
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Abstract

Admission to nursery, especially to the same nursery, is extremely important for multiple families.
However, we hear comments such as, “It is difficult to live day to day because we attend separate nurseries,”
or “I gave up on returning to work because it was going to be at separate nurseries”.

We conducted a fact-finding survey to determine to what extent multiples are actually attending separate
nurseries, and what kind of support is available for them to enter nurseries. A questionnaire (17 questions and
column for free description) was sent in June 2022 to maternal and child health officer in 1741 municipalities
across the country, and responses were received by mail and online. There were 827 municipalities (47.5%)
that responded.

In many municipalities, multiples are treated the same as other siblings in the exemption of expenses.
On the other hand, a certain number of municipalities are actively providing assistance beyond the national
standards. A certain number of municipalities also provide special consideration for multiples and multiple
pregnancies in their point system for applications. It was also observed that a small number of multiples
were actually admitted to separate nurseries.
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